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of a complete identification of the middle schools
with the lower middle and upper middle sections
of the secondary schools.    But the Mittelschulen
found a strong supporter in Dr. Boelitz (formerly
Minister of Education in Prussia) who declared
that a more practical course than that provided by
the secondary schools was necessary in the inter-
ests of trade and industry and of the officials in
subordinate    service.    The    popularity    of    the
middle   schools   has   increased   after   the   War,
because,  owing to the abolition of conscription,
there is no longer any inducement for the pupils to
join a six-year secondary school for the sake of
winning the social distinction of one year's exemp-
tion  from  the  two  years'   compulsory  military
service.     Nevertheless,    there   are   still   some
German States where the Miitelsclmlen are un-
known and where the preparation for professional
training is left entirely to continuation or vocational
schools.